
ORGANISATION OF THE BRITISH BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION  

British Beekeepers Association (BBKA)  

The British Beekeepers Association, based at the National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, Kenilworth, is the national umbrella organisation 
for all member beekeepers in the UK.  

The main remit of the BBKA is education and the provision of regular informative updates and training events for beekeepers or those 
interested in beekeeping, together with national events such as the Honey Show, are organised.  

The BBKA also manages examinations and association syllabi; organises insurance for members; provides a list of potential apiary locations; 
raises awareness of Asian hornets and provides advice for the general public, including information on swarms.  

The BBKA represent the interests of UK Beekeepers at both national and international level.  

The monthly BBKA News is produced by the BBKA and distributed to all current members.  

Cumbria Beekeepers Area Association (CBKAA) 

Area (or regional) associations are generally organised at county level, are the canopy establishments for the branches and act as a conduit 
for communication between members, branches and the BBKA.  

CBKAA is registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) Charity number: 1212102. It is governed by a Board of Trustees.  Elected 
Officers are chairperson, secretary and treasurer. Additional officers for the CBKAA are president, vice-president and vice chairperson.  Trustees also have 
other responsibilities such as Examinations Secretary & eR2 data base manager. The Board of Trustees includes members of each of the local 
branches. 

The aims of CBKAA are based on those of the BBKA: 

a) The promotion and improvement of beekeeping in Cumbria and the surrounding area 

b) The control and where possible the eradication of diseases and disorders of honeybees within Cumbria 

c) The raising of public awareness in Cumbria to the importance of bees and beekeeping to the environment. 



d) The CBKAA provides financial assistance to the branches for e.g. purchase of equipment and grants for events. Area Associations 
also manage the local BBKA examination for their members.  

One of the elected CBKAA Trustees represents our area at the BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting with voting rights on behalf of our area 
members.   An area newsletter, the Cumbria Bee Times, is regularly circulated to all CBKAA members.  

Branches: Carlisle, Cockermouth, Keswick, Penrith, Whitehaven 

BBKA membership is generally organised vial a local branch.  

Branches may have a working apiary for the benefit of their members; organise regular meetings, training sessions and apiary visits 
throughout the year.  They may also have a selection of equipment for hire and books for loan.   

The aims of a branch are based on those of the BBKA and CBKAA. 

Committees and Officers:   Branches are also managed by a team of Committee members or Trustees if they have opted to become a 
registered charity.  

YOU CAN HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE FOR BEES/ BEEKEPING ACROSS CUMBRIA 

Cumbria Beekeepers Area Association (CBKAA) invites members to become elected as Trustees at its AGM in March/April.  

Committee meetings usually take place 4 times a year and occasionally via zoom.  

Your opinions matter to us.  Make sure you have your say! 

Please contact the Chair of your local branch if you would like to get involved. 

 



 


