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—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
A Note from the Editor. 

According to the Meteorological Office, the month of  
May and the Spring 2024 have been the warmest on 
record. The mean temperature during May being 
influenced by the above average temperatures in the 
northern half of the UK and was mainly due to high 
overnight temperatures. The month of May was also 
very wet and in the Carlisle area a full month’s of rain 
fell in a 48 hour period. That it was the warmest 
Spring on record surprised me as I had the general 
feeling that it was on the cold side and kept delaying 
the first inspection of my bees. In hindsight this may 
have been a mistake as the tree blossom this year 
has been magnificent with the bees taking full 
advantage of these flowers. As a consequence when 
the dandelions were out in profusion the bees soon 
started to show signs of swarming. 

It is encouraging to see that the Councils are not 
cutting the grass during May and allowing enough 
time for the seeds to set. However, when the Damson 
and Plums were in flower during April, the weather 
was cold and there were, in our garden, very few bees 
flying. Not just honey bees but bumblebees and 
solitary bees. When inspecting the damson and plum 
trees, the other day, there is little evidence of any fruit 
on them. In comparison, the slightly later flowering 
apple trees are heavy with fruit. This unusual and 
changeable weather is difficult for us humans to cope 
with; what the bees and other wildlife make of it only 
time will tell. I am pleased to 
note that since April the 
number of bumblebees have 
increased and red mason bees 
have been using nest boxes 
provided for them. I have found 
that bamboo canes work better 
than drilling holes in solid wood and suspect that 
there is a smoother finish on the inside of bamboo 
canes as the bees are wary of the 
rough surface, caused by drilling, 
that will damage their wings. 
Better manufacturing techniques 
would give improved results, 
although, last year leaf cutter bees 

used a block of wood into which I had drilled a 
number of holes.

At the time of writing we are into the month of June 
which, I am sure that the Met. Office will agree, it is 
cold and dull. Will those Queens that recently 
emerged find a spell of warm weather to be able to go 
out on mating flights?

If June continues with cold weather coupled with the 
June Gap the bees may be struggling by the end of 
the month. Keep an eye on those stores if you have 
already removed a super.

This months cover picture is of a honeybee on a 
Borrage flower, also known as the Star flower, which 
will be in bloom during July to September. Although it 
is native to Mediterranean regions it is easily grown in 
our climate.

Borrage is an annual herb with fast growing leaves 
which are are often used dried in tea. You can start to 
use the leaves when they are about two months old. 
Older leaves are best avoided as the hairs and 
bristles that form, after this time, can be an irritant. 
The leaves have a taste similar to the cucumber and 
they can be used in salad. The edible flowers can be 
used frozen in ice-cubes, for decorating food and in 
punches and port. 
Unfortunately, these plants are not good for your dog 
or other small animals, causing intestinal upset, 
respiratory distress, and can be fatal if not treated 
right away. If you think your dog has eaten borage, it 
is essential to take your furry friend to the veterinarian 
or animal hospital right away.

————————————————————————

Second Hand Equipment. 
Beekeepers should be careful about buying or 
obtaining second hand equipment; it is always less 
risky to buy new equipment from a reputable 
beekeeping supplier. This way you can be sure you 
are not introducing disease into your apiary and if you 
have any questions about the equipment you have 
bought, the supplier will be able to help you. 

Some of the problems you might encounter when 
obtaining second hand equipment are:-

Uncertainty as to what the hive parts are made from. 
Different wood has different properties. For example, 
hives that are manufactured from cedar are 
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lightweight, weather and pest resistant. It has natural 
oils that repel pests and wears well in bad weather. 
Other types of wood do not make such lightweight 
hives and might not last as long out in the elements.

Is the equipment assembled correctly? Occasionally 
you will come across second hand equipment that 
hasn’t been assembled correctly e.g., the beekeeper 
has put the lock bars on upside down or maybe they 
haven’t glued and nailed the parts together. Even if 
the hive parts were originally bought assembled, you 
don’t know how well the equipment has been looked 
after and bodged over time.

Equipment might not be the same dimensions as your 
existing kit. When people put together their own 
boxes, the dimensions are not always going to be the 
same as what you already have. Likewise, different 
manufacturers vary ever so slightly in box dimensions 
and width of Hoffman spacings for example, which 
may cause you more problems later on as your kit 
isn’t standardised.

Other equipment such as plastic feeders can go 
brittle over time, especially if left out in the cold, so be 
careful taking these on second hand.

————————————————————————

Bees can survive for a week underwater.


Scientists have found that bees can survive for up to 
a week underwater, after accidentally drowning some 
of the insects during an experiment.

A study looking at the impact of pesticides on queen 
bumblebees hibernating underground went awry 
when an experimental oversight allowed the 
inadvertent accumulation of water on the dormant 
queens.

Condensation build up in a fridge, dripped into the 
tubes housing the sleeping queens leaving them 
submerged in water. The scientists, at the University 
of Guelph in Canada, were surprised to find that 
many of the queens survived.

A follow up experiment to investigate this 
observation, never before seen in bees, looked at the 
underwater survival in more detail. 147 queens from a 
lab. colony of the common eastern bumblebee were 
placed into individual tubes and kept in dark, cool 
conditions to mimic being underground.

A control group of 17 bees were kept in dry tubes 
with no extra water added  and the remainder were 
left to either float in an extra 20ml of water or were 
kept submerged.

Bees were left to float or kept underwater for eight 
hours, 24 hours or seven days, with 21 bees in each 
of the flooding scenarios.

Nine out of ten of the bees survived submersion, 
including 17 of the 21 bees submerged in water for 
seven days. Data shows that heavier and bigger bees 
were more likely to survive. The researchers say non-
queen bees would not be able to survive submersion.

Thank you to Margaret Riches for supplying this 
article to the Bee Times.


I have often wondered how Queen bumblebees 
survive underground during the winter, especially in 

the wet conditions that we enjoy during our Cumbrian 
winters.


If you have any interesting articles connected to bees, 
please forward them to the Editor for inclusion in the 
Bee Times.

———————————————————————— 
Dates for your Diary.


Cumbria Autumn Convention.	 


Saturday 7th September 	 


This will be held at the Embleton Village Hall near 
Cockermouth and is organised by the Cockermouth 
Beekeepers.	 

This is always an excellent event, for beekeepers from 
beginners to experienced, with interesting speakers 
and at a reasonable cost.

The final programme will be issued nearer to the time.


Cumbria Honey Show.


Saturday 2nd November.


It is hoped to build on the success of last years 
Honey Show, when we had a record attendance of 
enthusiastic beekeepers and none beekeepers who 
said they had enjoyed the event and many said that 
they would be interested in future events.


Details of the speakers and where the event is to be 
held will advertised later in the year.


However, the Show Schedule will be very similar to 
previous years. Start to think about your exhibits now, 
and contribute towards another successful show 
where you can meet other beekeepers and renew old 
friendships.	 	 	


