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——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
A Note from the Editor 

After a long wet winter it is beginning to look like 
Spring. There was an abundance of Snowdrops, 
during February and now Celandines, Crocus 
and Winter aconites are in flower. Unfortunately 
the weather isn’t quite up to speed! With 
alternating days of warm weather and then 
suddenly back to cold and wet, we are now 
experiencing a bitterly cold east wind. Cumbria 
was mentioned on the National Weather Forecast 
as the Helm Wind was blowing and the 
distinctive accompanying bank of cloud could be 
seen on the edge of the Pennines. If you had 
hives in the vicinity of this wind it would take 
more than the proverbial house brick to hold the 
roof on! With the usual optimism I am sure the 
weather will improve and despite the damp 
winter the bees seemed to have survived 
remarkably well; so, looking forward to a 
productive year with the bees. Just keep an eye 
on those stores whilst the bees are confined to 
quarters during this cold weather and don’t 
forget to remove those mouse guards.

—————————————————————

Cumbria Beekeepers’ AGM 

The Cumbria Beekeepers held it’s Annual 
General meeting on Saturday 2nd March 2024 at 
Bothel Village Hall. It was very encouraging to 
see so many beekeepers from all the Branches in 
the region attending and it was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet with old friends and make 
new acquaintances.

Walter McPhee retired from the post of President 
and was succeeded by Stephen Barnes. Walter 
has been a member of the Cumbria Beekeepers 
Executive Committee for many years serving in 
the role of Chairman and more recently as 
President. In appreciation of Walter’s 
commitment to Cumbria Beekeepers the 

Committee presented him with a gift voucher and 
wished him all the very best for the future.

Following the AGM there was an excellent 
presentation given jointly by Dr Julia Hoggard, 
the Seasonal Bee Inspector for Cumbria, and 
Andy Brown the Asian hornet Team Co ordinator 
for Cumbria.

Julia stressed importance of being able to 
correctly identify an Asian hornet as the vast 
majority of reported sightings have been false 
alarms. This had placed a great deal of extra 
work on the team following up these reports. I 
am sure all beekeepers are now aware of the 
Asian Hornet App and it is important that none 
beekeepers know about the App and have it on 
their phones. As beekeepers we can help to 
educate the general public about the Asian 
Hornet at talks and during general conversation 
with friends and among other groups that we 
belong. Thorne’s Beekeeping Suppliers have 
labels to attach to your honey jars giving 
information about the Asian hornet as an aid to 
educate your customers.

The over wintering Asian hornet Queens will now 
be emerging from hibernation and are most likely 
to visit the Camellia flower, see cover photo, 
which is in bloom at this time of year and is a 
source of nectar for them. The different types of 
traps for the Asian hornet were described and it 
was suggested that they be placed in a position 
where they can be easily viewed such as in front 
of the kitchen window. The traps should be 
designed to allow insects other than the Asian 
hornet to escape. Remember that if you do trap 
an Asian hornet it is illegal to release it again and 
should be placed in a deep freeze for two or 
three days to kill it. An alternative is a bait station 
with the bait solution in a closed jar with a wick 
which allows the Asian hornet to feed. This type 
of trap requires regular observation. A wildlife 
camera looking at the trap would also be useful.
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Piers Manson, Whitehaven, is now the Asian 
hornet co-ordinator for Cumbria

The link below may help with identification


https://youtu.be/c4DRki97wzg?si=VAxO7LzEx30A9XhE

—————————————————————

Dates for your Diary.


Beekeeping for 
Beginners 
A two day course for complete Beginners and 
those who wonder if 
Beekeeping is for them. 
At: St Bees Village Primary School 
On: Sat 13th and Sun 14th April 2024 
Cost: £35 per person (£30 for existing W&DBK 
members) 
Light lunch (soup and a roll), 
tea and coffee provided 
(Please bring your own lunch, if you prefer) 
——————————————————————————


Get to know your Pollinators, Bees, Butterflies 
and other Insect Heroes.

Higham Hall, Cockermouth 17th to 19th July 2024
—————————————————————————


Cumbria Beekeepers Autumn Convention.


Hosted by Cockermouth Beekeepers and to be 
held at Embleton Village Hall, Cockermouth on 
Saturday 7th September 2024.


——————————————————————
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