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The cover photo of this issue of the Cumbria Bee Times
shows a honey bee on an Ice plant, previously known as
Sedum spectabile. The flat-topped flower heads, which
can grow up to 20cm across, are made up of greenish
white buds that open to pale pink, star-shaped flowers and
are irresistible to bees and butterflies. The flowers quickly
turn rich pink and later fade to brown as they mature in late
autumn. Usually the bees only seem to be collecting nectar
but | captured this one with a pollen load. However, on
closer inspection there seems to be pollen of two different
colours. Usually bees visit one type of flower so has this
bee been foraging on different plants for pollen before
visiting the Sedum for nectar? The only way to tell would
be by inspecting the pollen through a microscope.
Whitehaven Beekeepers are running a microscopy course
on 17th February 2024.

Most beekeepers think of the year as starting around end
of August when the honey crop has been removed and
preparations for winter are beginning. Treatments to control
the varroa should have finished and if necessary the hives
now being fed heavy syrup to create enough stores for the
colony to get through winter. Before October the hives will
have to be protected from mice and insulated against the
cold. If there are woodpeckers in the vicinity of your hives,
you may also have to provide protection against these
birds to prevent them from pecking holes in the hives to
gain access to the bees and larvae. We have woodpeckers
visiting our garden from time to time although they have
never bothered the bee hives. Perhaps | shouldn’t have
written that; Commentators curse!

Now that you have extracted your honey put some to one
side for the Cumbria Honey Show which is to be held at
the Bothel Village Hall on Saturday 4th November 2023.
This year the local celebrity chef John Crouch will be
demonstrating the use of honey in cooking and preparing
lunch for everyone.
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Cumbria Autumn Convention.

Cockermouth Beekeepers recently held the Cumbria
Autumn Convention at the Embleton Village Hall near
Cockermouth. This was an excellent event attended by an
enthusiastic audience of 45 beekeepers who listened to
highly informative talks given by the Seasonal Bee
Inspector, Julia Hoggard, and Luke and Suzie who run the
Northumberland Honey Company.

Luke and Suzie spoke about raising and introducing
Queens to an established hive or nucleus and their desire
to become the main producer, in the country, for home
reared Queens. They are very passionate that beekeepers
purchase Queens raised in this country and do not
purchase them from abroad with the danger of introducing
disease.

Julia spoke about pests and invasive species in the hive
and what to do about them. In particular Asian Hornet,
Small Hive beetle and the Tropilaelaps mite. All beekeepers
should be aware of these invasive species and more
information can be obtained from Bee Base. Everyone
should have the Asian hornet App on their phones and be
setting Asian hornet traps in their gardens and near to their
apiaries.

The Autumn Conference next year will be held at the same
venue on Saturday 7th September 2004.

This is a link regarding the Asian Hornet in the USA
provided by Margaret Richies.

https://econ.st/463AFe6

Apologies, this link may have been closed after Margaret
forwarded it to me

Is Beekeeping Wrong?
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/
2023/08/28/is-beekeeping-wrong

This article was sent to me by Helen Griggs of Nook Honey
Farm. It is interesting reading and a little controversial.
What do you think?
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This article is from the Thorne’s Beekeepers News and |
think is an important reminder of how fortunate we are in
this country despite what we think of being bad weather!

This year, 2023, has witnessed the horrific impact of fire in
the Mediterranean, Canada and USA, made worse
undoubtedly by climate change. In many communities in
sub-Saharan Africa beekeepers are un-acknowledged
leaders and activists in the fight against bush fire and this
is true in Zimbabwe where Bees for Development are
working with their partner organisation to engage with local
beekeeping communities, to build fire breaks around their
apiaries and in the forest. Bees for Development colleague
and partner Dr Robert Mtisi and his team are delivering fire
awareness programmes, educating people living in and
close to forest areas to use beekeeping as a tool to reduce
forest fires. To learn more about the work Bees for
Development are doing please click here and for
information about the organisation
www.beesfordevelopment.org

How many honey bees does it take to seal an Act of
Parliament?

In the case of the Scottish Parliament, the answer is one
million.

On the roof of the parliament building in Edinburgh, a
million bees spread across 15 hives not only create honey
every year but also the wax used to fill the Great Seal of
Scotland which seals each Act of the Scottish Parliament.
The big responsibility of caring for the hives lies with official
beekeeper of the Scottish Parliament, Stuart Hood.

This article was taken from BBC News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
scotland-66534614
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